DECALO’ U

~

OF

’10 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CITIZEN ACTION GROUPS

1. 2.

USE THE
SPACE

reen space
f)sc?)mes popu\ar among
the local community, :
whether it’s for sport\c\)
family activities, it wi
be more difficult for
investors 1o claim an

develop that area.

EARLY

It is easier to stop

/ T

MANAGE YOUR
RESOURCES
WISELY

Defending or reclaiming an
~rea of land can take a long
time, make sure the situation
is constantly monitored and
delegate tasks to help the
movement accordingly.
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green spaces !

INTERVENE

development in initial

planning stages rather than
when development begips

' | whom they are fighting

SECURE THE
SUPPORT OF THE
COMMUNITY

Community support is
establishing face-to-
face contact and making
yourselves recognisable to
the local community is much
more effective than hundreds
of social media posts.

3,

MAP THE
g STAKEHOLDERS

Mapping the actors

involved in the struggle is

i essential for getting the
community to understand

4.

FIGHT FOR
THE OBVIOUS

Development can often be
contested in legal proceedings.
Therefore, knowing the legal
status of the land you are trying
to protect, who owns it and why
can be very helpful in fighting
development through legal
routes.

against or alongside.

CONNECT
THE COMMUNITY

Reaching out to similar
initiatives or organisations
can be very useful in seeking
local or national advice, as
well as experiences or tips
from others that have fought
through the same situation.

This study was undertaken
as part of the ‘Global
Research Academy’ research
programme (2022-23), funded
jointly by the Universidade de
S&o Paulo, Freie Universitat
Berlin, and King's College
London.

This document is created
as an alternative mode of
knowledge dissemination.

The research
"GUARANTEEING GREEN:
URBAN SUSTAINABILITY,
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
AND GREEN SPACES IN
CITIES” was conducted by
Mathias Foit, Alice Hodgson-
Casson, Andre Miquelasi,
Luciano Santander Hoces,
Raiana Schirmer.

lllustrations: Lena
Pozdnyakova.

ENGAGE LOCAL
POLITICIANS

Contacting and building a

, = o O vic -
relationship with a local politician s thattory Is absolute. -
to use their influence with the local Space threats to Y Vigilant
or national government may be averteq Qreen

helpful in ensuring your goals are
met.
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1.

CREATE A TRUE
CULTURE OF DIALOGUE

Commit to listening to the
l needs of communities and act

on their suggestions. Don't treat
consultation as a box-ticking
. exercise.

BE CONSISTENT
AND THINK OF
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Legal protections for green
spaces should be made
clear and be implemented
consistently throughout

a city, without favouring
higher-income areas over
lower-income areas.

REDRESS POWER
IMBALANCES

Remember that all actors
involved are not equally
resourceful and do not have
the same amount of power.
An intermediary or third party
should be present to treat all
actors on an equitable playing
field and make an effort

that both parties are treated

conscientiously.




